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Timber Plan 
Amendment 
Is Defeated 

Senate Votes to Table 
Environmental Checks 

By Dan Morgan 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

I A plan for expediting the harvest 
I of timber across vast areas of the 
Pacific Northwest narrowly survived 
an attempt yesterday in the Senate 
! to modify it in ways that would make 
it more acceptable to environmental- 
ists. 

Sen. Patty Murray (D-Wash.), 
who offered an amendment that 
would have allowed organizations to 
challenge federal timber sales in 
court, said the defeat showed that 
“it's going to be difficult to do envi- 
! ronmental, safety and health laws in 
this Congress.” 

Nonetheless, the closeness of that 
vote, and of others during the day, 
was another sign of how precarious 
the balance is in the Senate on many 
ideologically charged issues, despite 
a 54-to-46 Republican majority. 

The Murray amendment, which 
was offered on a bill rescinding 
$13.5 billion of spending commit- 
ments made by previous Congress- 
es, was tabled on a vote of 48 to 46. 

Murray, whose state is a major 
timber producer, made clear that 
she favors stepped up logging in ar- 
eas where legal challenges have kept 
communities from reaching their 
targets. But she argued that timber 
provisions in the measure on the 
floor would hurt, rather than help, 
timber communities. 

She said that allowing logging to 
go ahead without environmental 
checks and balances was “the wrong 
way” to increase timber harvests. 

The Senate bill would provide for 
expanded logging of dead, burned 
and diseased timber on federal lands, 
and expedite the harvesting of live 
timber in Northwest forests inhabit- 
ed by the northern spotted owl. 

The provision, as well as a House 


version that would allow even more 
extensive cutting of dead and dis- 
eased trees, does not provide for 
court review of federal timber sales 
and effectively sets aside environ- 
mental and other regulations, critics 
charge. 

Although the overall Senate appro- 
priations bill cuts nearly $4 billion less 
than the House’s bill does, Democrats 
were determined yesterday to push 
for further improvements, using what 
leverage they had from the threat of a 
presidential veto. 

Minority Leader Thomas A. 
Daschle (D-S.D.) planned to offer an 
amendment restoring $1.3 billion to 
programs such as Head Start, ele- 
mentary and secondary school aid, 
school lunches and housing. 

During the day. Democrats of- 


fered a series of amendments. 

Sen. Barbara Boxer (D-Calif.) pro- 
posed taking $11 million from de- 
fense spending to restore two small 
educational programs targeted for 
cuts. That initiative was tabled on a 
vote of 48 to 46. 

But the Senate rejected, 49 to 45, 
an attempt to table a Sen. Bob Ker- 
rey (D-Neb.) amendment deleting 
$5 million worth of spending for 35 
government buildings in 21 states 
and the District of Columbia. 

Many of the projects were in the 
states or districts of influential 
House and Senate members and had 
been spared from cuts by the appro- 
priations committees. The measure 
was still pending last night. 

The $13.5 billion in cuts in the 
Senate bill is less than the $17.1 bil- 
lion House version, which President 
Clinton has said he would veto, even 
though it provides $5.7 billion of dis- 
aster relief to 40 states, including 
$3.9 billion for vote-rich California. 

The three-cornered politics 
among the White House, Senate and 
House also emerged yesterday in 
deliberations over a supplemental 
appropriations measure for the Pen- 
tagon, which has passed both 
houses. 

Negotiations to resolve differenc- 
es between the House and Senate 
broke off for the weekend with both 
sides close to an agreement to give 
the Pentagon between $2.4 billion 
and $2.6 billion in additional funds to 
meet the costs of peacekeeping op- 
erations in Haiti, Bosnia, North Ko- 
rea, Rwanda and Somalia. 

The original House version pro- 
vided the Pentagon $3.2 billion, off- 
set by savings from cuts about equal- 
ly divided between defense and 
nondefense programs. 

The administration stepped up 
pressure on Congress to release the 
funds by letting it be known this 
week that it might have to pay some 
bills by shifting money from other 
Defense Department accounts— 
presumably including some added to 
last year’s defense bill at the behest 
of members. 

The House was able to build in 
some protection for member projects 
by providing the Pentagon with more 
money than it had requested. Howev- 
er, House negotiators are now being 
forced to scale back their bill to bring 
it closer into line with the smaller 
$1.9 billion Senate measure. 

At the same time, the House cut a 
number of military programs fa- 
vored in the Senate, such as funds 
for the electronic warfare version of 
th e P-111, and the SR-71 spy plane. 



